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Happy holidays everyone, 

I hope you enjoyed your Thanksgiving and are geared up for all 
that quality time we get to spend with our little ones in a few 
weeks.   

I’m very excited about this month and the year to come.  Some 
friends and I have set a goal to blanket the homeless.  Our goal for 
this year is 100 blankets and 1000 every year after.  After a few 
afternoons and evenings of sewing, our goal of 100 has come to 
fruition.  My friends and I will be delivering the blankets we made 
this week.  It was nice time spent together and gave us an 
opportunity to get to know each other better. 

I’m also quite calm for it being so close to the holidays – although I 
could still be in a food coma....lol.  I am also at that point of 
shoving things into a much too small closet fully knowing that it 
will burst the moment I open it to wrap stuff.  So far the kids 
haven’t peeked.  Granted Raven is 7 – I’m sure next year will bring 
on a whole new challenge of “hide and seek” with the gifts. 

I hope you and yours enjoy a peaceful and wonderful holiday.  As 
always I wish everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukah, 
Abundant Kwanza and Prosperous New Year. 

Cheers, 

 Dawne Hilyard – Editor  dawne4chime@yahoo.com 

 

Happy 
Birthday 

December 
Babes! 



Happy December Everyone, 

Many of you have asked me about the ‘Choices’ booklet from LAUSD. It’s a pretty hot topic this year because for 
the first time, families whose children attend charter schools are not being mailed the booklet.  

The Choices booklet and application allow for enrollment into lotteries for LAUSD Magnet, Permit with 
Transportation (PWT) and Public School Choice programs. Magnet programs are designed for targeted study and 
high achievers, PWT programs are designed for families who are unhappy with their home school are looking for 
other avenues. School Choice programs are designed for students who are attending Program Improvement (PI) 
schools which have not met targets for Adequate Yearly Progress based (AYP) on academic  measures of a school’s 
Academic Performance Index (API). In other words, that process is designed for families to have options for leaving 
what is considered by the State to be a failing school. 

My assumption is that most families are interested in Magnets which I don’t believe have anything on CHIME.  An 
important aspect to remember however is that every time you apply to a magnet using Choices, your child accrues 
points which give a student’s  application a leg up on the list. Of course my hope is that everyone is happy to stay at 
CHIME until the eighth grade. However, these points can become important in accessing LAUSD High Schools. One 
catch is that if an offer of a magnet is made to a student and the family declines, the accrued points are lost. 
Welcome to the world of acronyms and educational politics! 

We have requested to purchase a set of the Choices booklets for CHIME families that should be available in the 
office soon. The booklets are also available in all Public Libraries. In the meantime, the booklet for my own child (a 
proud graduate of both CHIME Charter Elementary and Middle Schools) which I am not using will be in the office 
should you want to review one. Also just ask us for any information you might need or want and visit LAUSD’s 
website at www.lausd.net for more information. The deadline for applications using Choices is January 9, 2009. We 
look forward to a long relationship with all of the families in all CHIME Programs and know that we have the 
latitude and autonomy to make our schools the best they can be. Speaking for myself as a professional educator, I 
have never seen anything like what we are able to do. 

I am thankful for your children and am committed to earning the gift of your choice in trusting us with them. 
Thank you! 
Julie Fabrocini   

Dirt City, Part 2 

Dear Families, 

Last month I wrote about the problem‐solving and community building that our students were doing through their 
play in Dirt City on the field at recess and lunch.  This past month, Dirt City has expanded, and interest grew to 
include members of First through Fifth grade.  They developed systems of commerce (sticks and rocks are money), 
and real estate (“houses” were bought and sold based on their size and their location).  As it expanded, the limited 
space began to be an issue, so we opened a “new frontier” for Fourth and Fifth Grade (on the other side of the 
field), which they named Nature City. These students took some of the ideas being used in Dirt City and added the 
theme of “nature” and rules about protecting the environment in their city.  More students created a “Book City” 
on the bleachers where kids can gather and read together at lunch. 

The complexity of this social play has, at times been a joy to watch.  Both communities have also, however, been 
plagued with disagreements, and students have often needed support from adults in resolving problems.  At times, 
the disagreements between large groups of students have become so intense that we felt the best option was to 
limit access to the field while we had “town meetings” at lunch time to allow students to talk and listen to each 



other.  Over the past few days, it has seemed that the arguments over rocks and sticks in the two cities is 
outweighing the fun that students were having before.  Some students have become so passionate about their city 
that they are struggling to listen to each other.  As adults, we are trying to find a balance in ensuring that play is 
safe and positive, and allowing children freedom in their creative play.  While the fate of the cities on the field 
remains undetermined, we will continue to celebrate and support the complexity, creativity, and perseverance our 
students have demonstrated over the past few months. 

Amy Hanreddy, Director of Curriculum and Instruction 

 
 

        
 
 

 
 

                                                   

 

****SUPER EASY****  Grilled Rosemary Lamb Chops 

Ingredients:  2 lb. Lamb Rib Chops, dash of salt & pepper, 2T. Olive Oil, 1 T. 
Chopped fresh Rosemary and  2 t. Chopped Garlic. 

 

Season the lamb chops with salt & pepper.  In a large bowl, stir together the oil, 
rosemary and garlic.  Ad lamb chops, turning to coat.  Cover & refrigerate for at 
least 2 hours or up to 24 hours. 

Prepare a grill or preheat the broiler.  Grill or broil chops to desired doneness 
(about 6 minutes for rare, 7 minutes for medium rare), turning chops so they 
brown will on all sides. 

Hairstylist  specializing in hi-lites, color, 
haircuts and styling for special occasions.  

No sitter needed bring your kids with you!!!   
Patti Williams (Taelor's mom)   310 365-

7727 or 818 342-7910 

 



From the Office 
Here are some great upcoming events at CHIME 

Mark your calendars 
• December 5th   ‐         8am Coffee House 

• December 6th   ‐          Saturday  11‐4 , CHIME Institute Boutique 

• December 9th  ‐          Minimum Day ‐  School Dismissed at 12:30pm   

• December 10th ‐       Drama and Violin Performance 4pm  

                                                                         PA Meeting 7 pm 

• December 15th  ‐ 19th       Book Faire 

• December 19th   ‐         Winter Program 10:30am 

    Minimum Day ‐ School Dismissed at 12:30pm  

• December 22nd ‐ January 2nd       Winter Break 

• January 5th        Back to School 

• January 12th       Applications for the 2009‐2010 Lottery are available∗ 

December Events ‐ Middle School  December Events ‐ Early Childhood 

December 1st –  PA Meeting 6:30pm  December 6th  –  CHIME Institute Boutique 

December 2nd – Minimum Day –  12:30 Dismissal  December 19th – 9:30‐11:00am  Holiday Party  

December 9th – Minimum Day –  12:30 Dismissal   Coming Up Soon! – fun day at Tiny Town to support 
CHIME Infant Toddle Program – Look for more 
information in the new year. 

December 12th –  Band and Drama Performance 
7pm Chatsworth Park Elementary School 

Save the Date – February 28, 2009 – Mardi Gras Casino 
Night  

December 19th – Minimum Day – 12:30 Dismissal 

 

∗   If you have a child eligible to enter CHIME in the 2009‐2010 school year, you MUST fill out an application for 
the Lottery.  As a sibling, you have preference, but it is  MANDATORY  you turn in an application. 

Happy Holidays and we will see you next year! 

 

     
 



 
CHIME Institute Holiday Boutique 

Save the Date! 
Saturday, December 6th from 11am-4pm 

 
Enjoy the afternoon at a relaxing home in Northridge and shop at some of the Valley’s most exceptional 

vendors.  You’ll find beautiful jewelry, skincare products, gorgeous women’s clothing, unique children’s 

clothing, Pampered Chef products, hand-made accessories and handbags, plus more! 

It’s a great time to do some of your holiday shopping!  And proceeds from the boutique will benefit all 

CHIME Institute programs (Early Intervention, Pre-School, Elementary and Middle School). 

 

 
Address and further details to follow. 

For more information about the boutique, please e-mail Theresa Quary at quaryt@yahoo.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Annual Chime Carnival 
How the West was Fun Circus 

The Carnival Committee will soon be meeting to 
round‐up ideas.  We are looking to lasso any and 
all Cowpokes interested in volunteering.  For more 
information please contact Candi Sullivan at  

818‐346‐5100 candi.sullivan@chimeinstitute.org 

Giddy‐Up Partners! 



Your Community – December 

12/1 – 1/1/09 - Reindeer Romp 323-644-4200  http://www.lazoo.org/   Los Angeles 
Zoo  5333 Zoo Drive Price: Free w/ membership: $10Adults, $5 Children (2-12)  

12/1 – 31st    WALT DISNEY HOLIDAY FIGURINES DISPLAY NOW SHOWING! 
Woodland Hills Branch Library presents:  Fred Judkins' wonderful collection of Walt 
Disney holiday figurines will be on display at the Woodland Hills Branch Library every 
day from November 1, 2008 through December 31, 2008. These figurines can be seen 
every day that the library is open. Come in and enjoy Mr. Judkins' beautiful Walt 
Disney characters now or any time before the end of January.   12:00 - 6:00pm.   This 
event takes place every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Saturday. 

12/1 – 12/31  – Candy Cane Lane – Visit this neighborhood of lights from nightfall on.  
Between Winnetka & Corbin and Martha & Oxnard. 
 
12/6 – CHIME Institute Annual Holiday Boutique.  11am-4pm – Come enjoy the 
afternoon grabbing some of those much needed gifts.  These are all unique and 
exclusive gifts which support CHIME by giving back 20% of all sales.  9612 Texhoma 
Avenue, Northridge. 
 
12/11 – 21st – A Christmas Carol with Charles Dickens – Thursday & Friday 8pm, 
Saturday, 3pm and 8pm Tickets $20.  The Lillian Theatre – 1076 Lillian Way, 
Hollywood, CA 90038.  Street Parking Tickets available online: 
independentshakespeare.com or call 323-836-0288 
 
12/15 – 12/18 – CHIME Elementary Book Faire – what a great place to get some 
fantastic books for holiday gifts.  What could be better than supporting the gift of 
literacy? 
 
12/20, & 21st – Pacific Festival Ballet – The Nutcracker - Thousand Oaks Civic Arts 
Plaza 2100 Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks, CA, 91362 (805) 449-2700  
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

         

 

 

Parent’s Pool: 

Check out these great websites to help out: 

1.  www.gazelle.com – Buys your old gadgets 
2. www.swapagift.com – Has discounted gift 

cards available 
3. www.shortcuts.com – doubles your grocery 

card earnings 
4. www.walletpop.com – saves you $$$ 
5. www.slickdeals.net – Deals $$$ 

Permission Slip To:
 

Take a nap 
Buy it/Order it 
Skip it/Toss it 

Pamper Yourself 



Season’s Greetings! 

I thought I’d take some time to answer some of the frequently asked PA questions: 

What if I can’t make the meetings, is there something I can do? 
Stay involved! The Parent Association is just parents on campus, helping out our school.  If you can’t make the 
meetings, volunteer your time in the classrooms, office, outdoor classroom and library! Contact a PA board 
member directly and get started on a project from home.  Stay caught up with the issues by reading the monthly 
minutes. 
How much have we raised this year? 
These numbers are approximates! 
Innisbrooke $12,000  ‐  Photofundraiser $450  ‐  Family Fun Nights $700 (McDonald’s)  ‐  Library Book Sale $330 (for 
the Library)  ‐  Art Bake Sale  $375 (for art) 
Got a suggestion? 
Drop off a note in the Parent Association cubby in the office.  We all like new ideas and fresh ways of doing things.  
Remember, if you suggest it, we’ll need you to make it happen, too! 
Why do the meetings keep changing?! 
Bare with us, we are eager to have either Julie or Amy present at our meetings to keep us updated about big and 
little things on campus. Because both are involved with teaching or taking classes this semester, and we have an 
involved and busy group on the PA board, scheduling has been a little more tricky.  
When is the rummage sale? 
Melisa Stahl will be heading up our rummage sale again in February.  If you can set stuff aside, please do. 
Are there ways to help with fundraising that don’t cost me? 
You bet!  Through tonner recycling, box tops, Ralphs, Vons, Albertson’s card registration we can raise literally 
thousands for our school. Please make sure you have updated your Ralph’s card to insure CHIME is the rewards 
recipient.   
Didn’t answer your question?  
Email me at Marynp@gmail.com or go old school and call! My cell is 818‐621‐4083.  Or email a PA board member: 
Treasurer: Rhonda vittetoe ldsbrat@socal.rr.com, 
Vice President Dan Griffiths dgriffiths@transpacificmedia.com 
Secretaries: Chris and Tanya Hartley  cjhartley@gmail.com 
Carnival Chair: Candi Sullivan _chime@yahoo.com 
Beautification Chair Christopher Vail  cvailmail@yahoo.com 
Volunteer Coordinator Cynthia Griffithscyngriff@sbcglobal.net,  
Library Heidi Mark heidi.mark@gmail.com 
Free money programs Josh Mark josh.mark@gmail.com 
Room Parent Coordinator Laini Wolfsontomandlaini@earthlink.net Outdoor 
Classroom Paddy Thomas paddyjane@hughes.net, 
Enrichment programs Rebecca Fisher rebeccafisher@sbcglobal.net, Family Fun 
Nights Sandy Camacho sandycm4u@yahoo.com, 
Coffee House Coordinator Sherry Bernard hamsherry@aol.com 
Staff Appreciation Day Sherry Bernard and Tomiko Silverton 
tomiko.rockfield@gmail.com 
 
Have a wonderful holiday season!  We’ll see you in the New Year! 

 
 



Hello from the library.  By now all of the classes have finally gotten to come to the library.  The excitement 
EVERY single child has had about coming to the library has been sooo rewarding.  It is infectious for me and 
all of the other volunteers. 
 
People have been asking so I will clarify, Kinders do not check out books.  I realize it is hard for us parents to 
wait, but it is just too hard for them to keep up with their books.  It also helps them really take it seriously 
when the time comes in the 1st grade to finally get to check out their own books. 
 
I do have a few things on my wish list for the library.  Some of these things may be lying around your house 
looking for a new home.  We would appreciate whatever is available. 
 
We are looking for a few more bins to store readers in.  They are the small bins that come in those racks that 
hold colorful bins for toy storage. 
 
We are also looking to complete the Mercy Watson by Kate DiCamille series.  We have the 1st and 2nd, but 
would love the 3rd. 
 
Keep an eye out for books on magic and origami - there have been many requests for those. 
 
More graphic novels would be great.  It is hard to tape over the tape that is trying to hold them together.  Also 
any superhero and Star Wars books you may have laying around as well. 
 
It would also be great if anyone has the Series of Unfortunate Events books.  We are missing 6-13. If I could 
choose I would ask for hardback, but I will take either. :) 
 
It has been a real pleasure working with ALL of the children.  And thank you to all the mom's who help keep 
me sane.   
 
I am really enjoying our library 
Heidi 

Great Offer:  Come and enjoy The Mortensen's Mammoth Rental.  One of Quinn's favorite places to go. 
 Email Tiffany for recent photos of the condo or any questions @ fototif@gmail.com  Please book through 
Snowcreek on the website and tell them The Mortensen's referred you :) 
 

Our rental is very romantic and great for families as well! It's a 2 bedroom condo with 2 baths (each room 
has its own bathroom). The unit sleeps up to 6 (maybe more if you smoosh)! The unit has a living room and 
dining room and full kitchen. Unit has 2 TV's (HBO included), VCR/DVD, 2 separate bedrooms each with 
a Queen bed and their own full bathroom, pull out sleeper in the living room, gas fireplace, full 
washer/dryer, dishwasher, trash compactor, microwave, barbecue and a Jacuzzis in the complex!  
 
The unit has great views of the gorgeous mountains off a private deck with its own lawn area! The unit is 
away from the noise of the city, but close enough to ride your bike or walk to town or a park! Activities you 
can do while you are there: Skiing, snowmobiling, shopping @ outlet mall, hiking and more. 
 

There is also an athletic club just down the street with an indoor pool and Jacuzzi and fabulous workout 
area ...... free to renters.  This is our home away from home, so it's well taken care of and stocked with 
anything you would need for a getaway or a long term stay!  To make a reservation, please go to this 
website and type in Unit "897" under vacation rental. This is Unit 897 in Snowcreek 5.  
Enjoy!! 
 


